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Family NewsBites

A round-up to keep you updated (5.7.23)

Summer Fete - This Thursday, 6th July, is our Summer Fete. The Fete is one of
our our biggest fundraisers in the year, so thank you very much if you have
donated a prize for the Tombola, dropped some wine into the office for the ever
popular "Wine & Water" stall, sent in a box of chocolates, luxury food or jars for
the Hampers or bought a bunch of Raffle Tickets. Your support is so
appreciated. We've made up the hampers and sorted the Tombola prizes but
we are continuing to collect bottles of wine right up until Thursday morning for
our "Wine & Water" stallll There's still time to make that last minute donation!

Fingers crossed the weather will hold out for us this Thursday as we are
intending to set up the stalls on the playground. If not, we'll be in the Hall. The
Fete opens at 10.15 am and closes at 11.45 am. The Raffle Draw will take place at
11.45 am so hopefully you can take home one of the winning prizes if you are still
at school at this time?!

To reach the Fete, please come on site via the side gates. We'll be signing
everyone in/out. All the entrances from the playground into the school building
will be closed for visitors so if you need to use our 'facilities' whilst with us,
please go to the main Reception. If you would like to take your child around the
Fete with you, please ask a member of staff. The class will bring your child out
to the playground to meet you. If you are unable to attend on Thursday, staff
will accompany as many of our pupils around the Fete as they can during the
morning.

Don't forget to send your child into school on Thursday with some
pennies, as this event will be CASH ONLY. Thank you for your support
with this.

As well as the Tombola, Wine & Water
and prize draw, classes have also organised

their own games and refreshments.

See you Thursday!
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Art Exhibition - The Art Exhibition at the Ariel Centre @ KEVICC, Totnes has
officially opened! The exhibition is running until this Friday so please drop by any
time between 9 am and 4 pm and have a look at the fantastic artwork on
display. Our pupils have worked hard preparing some beautiful art to showcase
their talents. Bravo everyone!
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Bags2School - We raised about £50 from the last collection! Thank you if you
sent in a bag full of goodies!

Sports Day - It was a shame the weather was a little unkind to us last Friday,
especially after so many weeks of hot sunshine. However, everyone thoroughly
enjoyed the event and thank you to Callum for organising it. We'll get some
photos from the day to you soon.

The PTFA purchased some ice lollies to help keep everyone cool but as the
weather wasn't great, these never made it over to the field. So instead, we'll be
sharing these with everyone on the last day of term.

Fundraising - A friend of Bidwell Brook School, Ben Tabb and his buddies, are
supporting our playground fundraising by undertaking the Ultra Challenge
South West Coast 50km in August. This trek is over difficult terrain so if you can,
please click on the link and donate a few pounds: Crowdfunding_to help
fundraise for the third stage of our Playground Project. Ultra Challenge South
West Coast SOkm for Bidwell Brook School, Devon. on JustGiving

If you have a birthday coming up, you could also consider asking friends and
families to donate to our playground appeal instead of buying a birthday
present maybe?!! Just a thought. Every pound really makes a difference. Thank
you.

Charity Coffee Morning - This half term, students from the Sixth Form
department organised a charity coffee morning as part of their Duke of
Edinburgh Award. Everyone was very generous and the students raised £102.61
for their chosen charity, Animals In Distress. Well done guys!

Makaton Choir - Did you know that this term, BB has started a Makaton Choir?!
The pupils and staff who are attending are really loving it!! Providing everyone is
happy to do so, we really hope they'll be performing at the Fete this year
alongside Chris and his Taiko drumming team.


https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/bb-bentabb-ultrachallenge2023?utm_id=1&utm_term=yr9b25NbN
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Upcoming Dates

until Friday 7th July - Art Exhibition, Ariel Centre, KEVICCS, from 9 am until 4 pm
Thursday 6th July - BB Summer Fete, 10.15 am - 11.45 am

Friday 7th July - NEU Teachers' Strike Day (selected classes closed)
Thursday 13th July - BB Leavers' Assembly 10 am

Thursday 13th July - Prom 6.30 pm - 9 pm

Friday 21st July - Last Day of Term (for pupils and staff)

Monday 4th - Wednesday 6th September - Staff Training Days
Thursday 7th September - Pupils return to BB

w/c 23rd October - Half term holiday

Monday 30th October - Pupils return to BB

Monday 27th November - Occasional Day - BB closed for one day

Friday 15th December - Last day of term
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Family First

Helping millions of families stay
bored-free this summer

It's 100% FREE for all parents- Enjoy!

Click here

Free Family Days Dut‘/ i%’“'lil‘
Family Travel‘/

The Great Outdoors ‘(
What's On This Summer v
Parenting Hacks ‘(
Children's Fashion v

Healthy Recipes “I/
Toys & Games ‘/
Children’s Sport “I/



https://issuu.com/sevenstarmedia/docs/ff_summer2023_digital160623
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Family Training Opportunity - We have received details of the following training
session for families. The cost is £24. You may find this support/training useful but we
would like to point out that we are just passing on this info on and are not

recommending this company by doing so.

Supporting a Child with ADHD

2 hour online session

THTHD

FACE Lead Facilitator, Jane Keyworth
is delivering this session on 20th July 2023
as a one off talk from 6pm to 8pm

Book Now Online via

facefamilyadvice.co.uk

HAF Programme - Details have already been sent out, but if you feel your child or
young person would like to attend a club in the holiday and the club has SEN spaces,

please follow this link.



https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/document/haf-providers-summer-2023/
http://facefamilyadvice.co.uk/

At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many issues which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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" CONTENT AND I UNINTENTIONAL
ACCOUNTABILITY ‘sl BIAS

Al chatbots may not always be

able to recognise when content is

age inappropriate or harmful and
should be filtered out. So there’'s a =

| possibility that children could be 'II ;
|

Al companions are only as reliable
as the information they've been
programmed with. The algorithms
they use, therefore, may
unintentionally promote bias,
stereotypes or discriminatory
behaviour (as many originate from
the USA or the UK, for instance, they
can display a distinctly
western-centric worldview). This
could lead to children developing
skewed attitudes and behaviours.

COGNITIVE %,
LIMITATIONS —

Although many are now undeniably
advanced, Al-powered chatbots
still have limitations in terms of
understanding complex concepts,
context and nuance. Depending
heavily on chatbots to help with
learning or solving problems may
stunt the development of a child’s
own powers of critical thinking,
creativity and ability to engage in
open-ended discussions with other
people.

PRINACY
CONCERNS

Chatbots typically collect data
about users, including personal
information and conversations.
This is ostensibly to improve their
erformance as they gradually
earn about our behaviour - but
many experts are warning that

- there may be significant risks
associated with how this
; information is stored and used (the

exposed to offensive language or
explicit material while conversing
with their virtual friend. The
companies producing such Al
solutions are also unlikely to take
responsibility for any content that
their algorithms generate.

REDUCED SOCIAL
CONTACT

An excessive reliance on chatbots
for social interaction could
potentially cause a child to begin
reducing the amount of
face-to-face communication the
have, leading to social isolation. |
young people become dependent
on chatbots to provide
companionship, it could very likely

' hinder the development of their
real-life social skills.

LACK OF )
SENSITIVITY

Chatbot software isn’t always
sophisticated enough to pick up on
subtle emotional cues or recognise
signs of distress in children, as most
humans would. It might therefore
fail to respond apﬁropriately. Al
misinterpreting what it's being told
or replxing insensitively to a youn
user who's already struggling could
potentially impact a child's
emotional wellbeing or exacerbate
any existing emotional issues.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 21.06.2023

Meet Our Expert

A Certified Information Systems Security Professional (CISSP), Gary Henderson is
the Director of IT at a large boarding school in the UK, having previously taughtin
schools and colleges in Britain and the Middle East. With a particular interest in
digital citizenship and cyber security, he believes it is essential that we become
more aware of the risks around technology, as well as the benefits.




